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P R E F A C E

S almoft every particular relating to HinpoosTan

is become an obje@& of popular curiofity, it can
“bardly be deemed fuperfluous to lay before the public an
improved Syftem of its Geography. Indeed, the flatter-
ing reception that was given to my former work, on the
fame fubje&, has, in a manner, made that an obje&t of
duty, which was originally an obje& of choice: for the
public having condefcended to receive the imperfe& in-
formation afforded them in 1782, I felt an indifpenfible
obligation on me, to render that information more per-
fe@, whenever I might poffefs the means of accomplith-
ing it. T hefitated only at the meafure of fubjeding
them to an'additional tax, fo secently after the payment
of the former one. '

A large colle&ion of iaterials.of various kinds, having

" been added to my former ftock, I have been: enabled to.
produce a work of a more perfe& kind: than the former ;

and have therefore drawn it on a larger fcale : the furface

of the ptéfent map, exceeding that of the former one,

in the proportion of 2 and a quarter to. 1.. The fcale of

this map, is one inch and a half to an. equatorial degree :

and:



iv PREFACE.

and the quantity of land reprefented in it, is about equal to
one half of Europe. It is contained in four large fheets,
which may either be joined together for the purpofe of
bringing the whole into one point of view, or bound up

feparately, in an Atlas; as may fuit the fancy or con-
venience of the purchafer.

By the aid of a feries of obfervations of latitude and
longitude, taken by Capt. Huddart, along the Malabar
coaft, or weftern coaft of India, the form of the penin-
fula, &c. is now brought very near to the truth: and
the eaftern coaft, by the obfervations of Col. Pearfe, is
much improved, in the diftribution of its parts, although
its general form has undergone but little alteration. A
meafured line has alfo been drawn from the Bengal pro-
vinces to Nagpour, in the very centre of India: which
has not only eftablithed an important geographical point,
in a part where it was moft wanted; but has been the
means of furnithing a great deal of matter, towards
filling up the vacant intervals on three fides of that point.
Laftly, the war with Hyder Ally and Tippoo Sultan,
his fucceffor, has produced much new geographical mat-
ter, in various parts of the peninfula, by the marches of
the different armies, and their detachments ; particularly
that of Col. Fullarton, in the fouthern provinces and
Coimbettore. Thefe arc the moft matersal acquifitions
to the prefent map, as they, in effe@® regulate a con-

| fiderable



PREFACE v
fiderable part of the general outline, and determine the
proportions of fome of the principal members of it. But
of the kind of materials, which without affe&ing the
general proportions of the map, ferve the purpofe of
hlling up the void {paces in it, there will be found very
great abundance. In particular, Guzerat, and the Raj-
poot provinces, have undergone very confiderable im-
provement; as well as-the Panjab country and Sindy.
~ The upper part of the courfe of the Ganges, to the cow’s
mouch, or cavern through which the Ganges paffes ; and
the courfe of the Gogra river to its fountains; are both
inferted from the work of M, Bernoulli. In fhort, addi-
tions and corre@ions are diffeminated over the whole
map: and in general, if we except the fouth part of Be-
rar, the weftern part of the peninfula, and the countries
bordering on the river Indus, and the Panjab, the map.

is filled upin fuch a degree, as to have no confiderable
blanks in it.

As Mr. Forfter’s route from India to Ruflia furnifhed -
fome new ideas, and eclucidated many former paffages,
I judged it proper to exprefs his route to the Cafpian fea,
on a feparate map ; and at the fame time to add to it;
the countries contiguous to Hindooftan on the noerth and
north-weft ; fo as to include Samarcand, and the marches.
of Alexander from the borders of the Cafpian fea to thc:
river Jaxartes (the modern Sirr).

In
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“In the divifion of Hinpoostan into foubahs, &c. I
have followed -the mode adopted by the Emperor Acsar,
as it appears to me to be the moft permanent one: for
the ideas of the boundaries are not only imprefled on the
minds of the natives by tradition, but are alfo afcertained
in the Avin Acsarek ; a regifter of the higheft authority, -
But for the lower parts of the Deccay, and the penin-
fula in general, this:- ftandard - being wanting, ' I had re-
courfe to the beft information I could get, which was
not, indeed, of the moft perfe kind: and therefore I
direted my attention principally to the ftate of the mo-
dern divifions in_thofe quarters, the imprefling a clear
idea of which, is one principal aim of the work. .

1t mult be obferved, that fince the empire has been
dxﬁncmbercd, a new dmﬁon of its previnces has alfo taken
place ; - by which means, fome foubahs now form a part
of the dominions of three or more Princes; and very few
are preferved entire. Thefe modern divifions are not
only diftinguifhed in the map by the .names of the pre-
{fent “pofleflors ;  but the colouring alfo is entirely .em-
ployed in facilitating the diftinctions between them. So
that the modern divifions appear, as it were, in the Jore
* ground ; and the ancient ones in the dack ground; one
illuftrating and explaining the other.

)

Confidering the vaft extent of Indla, and how httle
its interior parts have been vifited by Europeans, dll the
6 latter
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latter part of the laft century, it ought rather to furprife
us that fo much geographical matter fhould be colleGted
during fo fhort a period ; efpecially where fo little has:
been contributed towards it by the natives themfelves, as.
in the prefent cafe. Indeed, we muft not go much far-
ther. baeck than thirty-five years, for. the matter that forms.
the bafis of this Map. And it muft not be forgotten, that:
the Eaft India Company have caufed a mathematical fur-.
vey to be made, at their own expence, of a tra& equal
in extent to° France and England taken together ; befides.
tracing the outline of near 2000 miles of fea coaft, and.a.
chain of iflands.in extent 500 miles more *. |

In general, I have acknowledged in the courfe of ;he
Memoir, the afliftance that I have reccived from the
different Gentlemen, who have obligingly furnithed me:

® Whatever charges may be imputable to the-Managers for the Company, the neglet:
of ufeful Science, however, is not among the number. The employing of Geogra-
phers, and furveying. Pilots in India; and the.providing of aftronomical inftru-
ments, and the holding out of encouragement to fuch as fhould ufe them ; indicate, at
leaft, a fpirit fomewhat above the mere confideration of Gain: but above all, the
eftablithment of an office at home, for the improvement of hydrography and naviga-
tion, and their judicious choice of a fuperintendant for it, refleés the higheft honour
on 'their adminiftration ; and ought to convince us, that in a free country, a body of
fubjeCts may accomplith, what the State itfelf defpairs even to attempt. For, how-
ever furprifing it may appear, it is neverthelefs true, that the firft maritime nation in the
world, has no good chart to direct its fleets towards its own coafts : nor even a criterion.
by which the public may be enabled to judge of the merit of any hydrographical produc-
tion whatfoever. So that the foundings on the coaft of Bengal, are better known than.
thofe in the Britith channel ; of which, no tolerable chart exifts, even at this day.
During the late war, an Eaft India thip owed her fafety to the knowledge obtained from
a chart of the mouths of the Ganges (made, and publithed by arder of - the Company) .
into one of which fhe efcaped from two French cruifers; and afterwards came into the
Hoogly river by the inland navigation. We had juft become matfters of the hydro-
graphy of America, when we loft the fovereignty of it. I hope no one will think omi-.
noufly of our Indian pofleflions from this circumftance: but even if he docs, he may.
make himflf cafy on the fcore of Great Britain,

b. withs
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with the materials, therein difcuffed. But there were
other kinds of afliftance afforded, for which no eppor-
tunities for acknowledgement occurred ; fuch-as the fur-
nithing of ufeful hints, 'and correing of errors, into
which I had unavoidably fallen, threugh ignorance of
local circumftances, or hiftorical fa&s. The Gentle-
men to whom I ftand particularly indebted on this fcore,
are, Mr. Francis Ruffell, Mr. David Anderfon, and Mr.
James Anderfon *; Capt. Jonathan 8cott, Mr. Wilkins,
Ms. Middleton, Col. Popham, and the late Col. Camac;
all of the Bengal eftablithment: Mr. Bendley, and Mr.
Inglis, both of the Eaft India Dire&tion: Mr. jgim
Sulivan of the Madras eftablithment, and Mr. Callander
late of Bombay.

‘To Lord Mulgrave I am indebted for a copy of Mr.
Forfter’s route from Jummoo to the Cafpian fea: as well
as for his Lordfhip’s very recady communication of every
fpecics of information that could be of fervice to the werk
in quettion.
 The routes of Mr. Smith, and of General Goddard,
acrofs the continent, from the Jumna river to Poonah
and Surat, contain much ufeful matter ; and have been the
means of determining a number of geographical points,

* To Mr. James Anderfon, I am, in particalar, indebted, for the acéount df the
derivation of the term MAHRATTA, and for that of the anceftry of Sevajee: as alfo
for the fubje@ matter of the notes that accompany thefe articles. And to him, and o his

brother, Mr. David Anderfon (each of whom, at diffcreut times, refided in a public Ca-

pacity with Mad?’ee Sindia) I owe the moft valuable part of the information, refpelting

the geographical divifion of the Mahratta States, and their &riburies. -

‘ A MS,
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. A MS. account of the country of the Rajpoots, and
other - provinces, on, the fouth, and SW. of Agra;
together with a map, both of them by P, Wendell *;
were of very great. ufe in delcribing. the geography of
thofe parts.  And to render the MS. mare valuable, therg -
has been'added to it, Mr. James Anderfon’s account of
the changes that have taken place fince that period, in
confequence.‘of Sindia’s attacks, and negociations. The
former was communicated by Col. Popham, and the lat«
ter, by the Right Hon. Charles Greville.

" Mr. Dalrymple, to whom I made my acknowledgments
for the affiftance afforded me, in the courfe of my for-
mer work, has, on the prefent occafion, not only pro-
cured for me every new material that fell under his no-
tice, but inftruted me how to procure others, and to
draw information from various fources, that I was before
ignorant of. To his valuable, and perhaps unequalled,
colle®ion of MS. charts, and of voyages and travels, I
have alfo had accefs, on all occafions: and I wifh to be
underftood te fpeak with the utmoft ﬁncerlty, when I
fay, that without this affiftance, my performance muft
have been extremely imperfe&: or in other words, that
Mr. Dalrymple is intitled to the thanks of the public, in
a pofitive degree; although my fhare of thofe thanks,
may be only comparative.

& They were compoftd in the year 1779, .
o d b2 Although:
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- Altbough the new tranflation of the Avin AcsareE
may have in part fuperfeded the value of the extra&s
furnifhed me on the former occafion by Mr. Boughton
Roufe, as the tranflation eontains the whole fubjeét in a
conne@ed form ; and was alfo a tafk which none but a
perfon who devoted his whole time to"it, could effe&;

yet I am by no means unmindful of my former obllga-

tions to‘this Gentleman.

I have borrowed largely from M.-D’Apres’ New /Vep-
tune Orientale, for the fea coafts and iflands: and alfp,
though in a {fmaller degree, from M. D’Anville’s maps of
Afia and India publifhed in 1751 and 1752.. When itis
confidered that this excellent Geographer had {carccly any
materials to work on for the inland parts of India, but
fome vague itineraries, and books of travels, one is.really
aftonifhed to find them fo well defcribed as they are. It
is with regret that I find myfelf obliged to differ in opinion
from him concerning fome pofitions in ancient Geography :
I mean, that of Palibothra, in particular ; and fome few
others. I have generally avoided .all difquifitions of this
kind, from a convi&ion of the gcneral obfcurity of the
fubje& ; and which even an intimate knowledge of the
Indian languages would not enable me to clear up: for
the fimilitude betwcen ancient and modern names, is very
fallacious, unlefs ftrongly corroborated by fituation. But
we cannot well refufe our affent to the opinion that Ptole-

| 6 my
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my meant the Swzzu/uz, or Setlege by the Zaradrus; the
Rauvee by the Rbuadis, or Adaris; and the Yenaub, or
Chunaub by the Sandabalis : becaufe not enly the names,
but the pofitions have an affinity to each other. And yet
this is'a part of Ptolemy, which M. D’Anville difcredits
the moft: but the reafon was, that he was not himfelf
acquainted with the true names of the rivers.

M. Buffy’s marches in the Deccan afford dasa for fixing:
the pofitions of many capital places there; particularly
Hydrabad, Aurungabad, Bifnagur, and Sanore. But ftill
there are plans of fome of his marches wanting; which,
could they be.procured, would throw much light on the
geography of the peninfula, and the Deccan: fuch.as
that from Pondicherry to Cuddapah, Adoni, and Hydra-
bad ; thatfrom Aurungabad to Nagpour; and the cams
paign towards Poonah. There are alfo exifting, itinerasies
kept by very intelligent people, who have travelled from
Pondicherry, dire& to Delhi; but I know not how to
fet-:about procuring them. The public records at Goa,
I am informed, contain a vaft fund of geographical know-
ledge; and yet we are more in the dark, concerning the
country on that fide of the peninfula; than we are with
refpe& to the centre of the Deccan.

Could. the whole mafs of géographical @atter that re-
fpe@s India (much of which, is probgbly in the hands of
people who are ignorant of its value) be colle&ed, I make

. no
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no doubt but’that very complete maps'of the feveral pro:
vinces of it, might be conffru@ed, on feales large enough
fox any ordmary purpole.

. It-is intended by this Memoir toparticularize thc feverdl
au.thoriues from whence the pofitions in the map are drawn
together with the manner of comparing them, in cafes
where they difagreed : as alfo, the manner of combining

‘them, when more than one circumftance was required to

eftablitha pofition. By this means, the authority for each
particular, may be known to thofe who have curiéﬁty
enough to enqmre after it: and the defecive parts being
thus pointed out,  fome future Geographer may be ftimu-
lated to feck for better materials. It may alfo tempt thofe
who are already in poffeflion of {uch materials, when
they are apprized of their ufe, to contribute them to the
. public frock. Any communications of - the kind will be
thankfully received ; and a proper ufe made of them,

There will be found, at the end of the work, two
diftin& Indexes; the one referring to the matter of the
Memioir, the other to the names of countries and places
in-'the map. The great wafte of time occafioned by
fearching after particular fituations, in maps of any extent,
renders an index as neceffary an appendage to a large
map, s to a large book, For an index will in the firft
inftance inform the reader whether the place fought after,
be in the map, or not. If in the map, he is dire@ed ta

' it
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it.with as much facility, as to a paflage in a book, from
an ordinary index. And if it be not there, althongh he
may, indeed, blame the map for its deficiency, he muft
allow that it does not rob him of his time, by encouraging
fruitlefs refearches. There are alfo added;  Tables of
diftances between the principal cities and towns of Hin-
dooftan ; and a fmall map, which brings into one view

the refpeive pofitions of all the pleces mentioned i the
‘ﬂuei

" As there does not exift at préfent, under any| form
whatfoever, a conne&ed abftra&t of Indian hlﬂory, it is
a very difficult tafk for any reader, although poffeﬂ'ed of
mclmatlon and leifure, to make himfelf acquamted with
the pnncxpaI events that form the groundwork of t.hc
hiftory of that country: and partlcularly thofe whxch laid
 the foundation of the Britith power there. The many
valuable trad@s on this fubje&, that have appeared at dif-
ferent times, are fo disjointed in point of chronology,
that no idea of general hiftory can be obtained from them :
nor can the chafms be readily filled up. I have there-
fore been tempted to compile a fort of chronological
table of events, from the zra of the firft Mahomedan
conquefs, to the final diffolution of the Mogul empire :
and wilh the reader to underftand, that what is offered
to his perufal under that‘form, is intended as a mere
fketch ; and that, chiefly with a view to render fo dry and
fo uncntertammg a fubJe& as the geography of a country,
fome-

)
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fomewhat more interefting, by accompanying it with an
account of the principal events and revolutions, to which
the country has given birth. I am but too confcious of
the deficiency of this part of my performance. Befides,
many of the events are related fo differently by different
people, who preterid to an equal knowledge of the cir-
cumftances of them, that it will be no matter of furprife
if I am found (by thofe whofe knowledge of eaftern lan-
guages has gained them accefs to authentic records) to be
often miftaken. In whatfoever cafe this may happen, I
make no doubt but that I thall experience the exercife of
their candour, as to the motives by which I was a&uated,
when I"adopted any particular opinion, or mode of rela-
tion. The prefent difputes concerning fome recent hif-
torical fa&s in this and the neighbouring countries, fhew
how extremely difficult it is to come at the truth, even
when the refearches after it, are made under every favour~
able circumftance that can poflibly attend them.

3

CON-
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ExrranaTioN of the Corouring of the MAP.

The Colours are ufed to point out the Boundaries of the principal

States now exifting™ in Hindooftan, and thefe are divided into fix
Clafles, (viz.)

Crass I.

IL
111,
1v.

V.
VL

The Britisu Possessions ; or thofe of the East Inp1a

Company, diftinguifhed by - - Reo.
The Powers in Arriance with the Company, by Yerrow.
The MaurAaTTA States, by - - Grzen..
The Ni1zam’s Territories, by - Ozanck.
Triproo SuLTan’s, by - - PurrLe.
The Seixs, by - - - BLus.

The following are the Territories comprifed in each Clafs.

I. BriTisu Possessions.———Rrp.

1 Bengal and Bahar, with the Zemindary of Benares.
2 Northern Circars.

3 Jaghire in the Carnatic.

4 Bombay, Salfette, &c.

II. BritisH ALLiES.——YELLOW.

~
1 Azuph Dowlah. Oude.

2 Mahomed Ally. Carnatic.

III. MaRRATTA
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1II. MaHRATTA States.———GREEN.

Light Grzen.
~ A -3
Poowan Mabhrattas. TRIBUTARIES.
1 Malwa. 1 Rajah of Jyenagur.
2 Candeith. 2 - Joodpour.
3 Partof Amednaguror Dowlatabad. 3 Oudipour.
4 Vifiapour. 4. Narwah.
5 Part of Guzerat. 5 - Gohud.
6 Agra. 6 Part of Bundelcund.
7 Agimere. 7 Mahomed Hyat. Bopaltol.
8 Allahabad. 8 Futty Sing. Amedabad.
9 Gurry Mundella, &c. &c.
Deep GrEeEN.
Biraz Mahrattas, ) TRIBUTARY.
1 Berar. Bembajce.
2 Oriffa.

1IV. Nizam-ALry, Soubah of the Deccan.——Orance.
Golconda, Aurungabad, Beder, part of Berar, Adoni, Rachore, 8&c.

V. Tirroo SuLTaN.—PuspLE.
Myfore, Bednore, Canara, Cuddapah, &c. &c.

VI. Seiks. BLue.

Lahore, Moultan, and the weftern parts of Delhi.

SmaLr States, not diftinguithed by Colours.

- 1 Zabeda Cawn, now Golam Cawdir. Sehaurunpour.
2 Jats. .
3 Pattan Rohillas. Furruckabad.
4 Adjid Sing. Rewah, &c.
5 Bundelcund, or Bundela.
6 Little Ballogiftan.
7 Cochin.
8 Travancore.
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INIZ‘OOS‘TAN has by the" people- of “miodern’ Burgpe,
been wnderftood to mean the tract fituated between e riverg
Ganges and Indus, on the eaft and weft; the Thibetian pnd Tarz
tarian! inowntains; on- the 'north ; and the a . on ithe foudy I"Bue
fxicly fpeaking, the extent: of - Hindboflan is muthi‘mlbseceircime
fesibed, than thefe' limits convey’an idea of t-'and’ ‘the) riminé cught
to be applied only to that yart of the above tra@,’ whichi Yiak go-the
north of the parallels of 21° o¢ 22°. The ‘Nerbudda river; is- indeeds,”
the feputed fouthérn hmmdary of Hindoeftan, asfar as it goess and
the fduthern feontfers of Bengal and Bahar,- cbfnpbfe the' remaintel
of ‘it. The countries on the ‘fouth of this Hhe, “hccotding to the
Indian geographers, -go-under the "genc¢rdl hazme of DectaNiiand
eondprife nearly one half of the tra@-genérally kmown by the nwerk.
of the Mogul empire. But as the term’HinpoOsTAN has been
applied ‘in a lax fenfe to this whole region, it may bé neceflary to.
dittinguifh the northern part of it, by the name of Hindooftan pro<
per. ‘This tract has indeed the Indus, and the mountains of Thi-.
bet and Tartary, for its weftern and northern boundaries:. but the.
Ganges was improperly applied as an eaftern boundary ; as. it intér-
fe@s in its courfe, fome of the richeft provindes of the empire:.
while the Burrampooter, which is. much nearer the mark,.as-an.
eaftern boundary, was utterly unknown. In. this circumfcribed.
ftate, the extent of Hindooftan. proper,. is about equal to F i'éncc,
Germany, Bohemia, Hungary, Switzerland, Italy, and. the Low
Countries, colledtively: and the Deccan and pemnfula, ‘are
d about
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about equal- to the Britith Iflands, Spain, and Turkey in Europe.
I have here called the tra¢t which lies on the fouth of the Kiftna
river, the péninfula; in conformity to general pradice; although
its form does by no means warrant it. The term Deccawn, which
fignifies the souTH, is applied (as before~flid) in its moft extenfive
fignification, to the whole region that lies on the fouth of Hindoo-
ftan proper :- I apprehend, however, that in its proper and limited
fenfe, it means only the countries fituated between Hindooftan
proper, the Carnatic, the weftern fea, and Oriffa: ‘that is, the
provinces of Candeifh, Dowlatabad, Vifiapour, Goltonda, and the
weftern part of Berar. : Loyt
- THe term I&pia, by which this country, as far as it was knowan,
is- diftinguithed in the earlieft Grecian hiftories, appears to be -de-
rived from Hinp, the name given it, by the ancicat'iPerfians;
through whom, doubtlefs, the knowledge both of the céudtry.and
its mame,’ ‘'were- tran{mitted to “the Greeks. We hive: the irengeft
aﬂ'urancers,‘ftovat.'Wiﬂtins, that no fuch words as Hinivoo, or
HikpoosT AN, are to be found in the Sanferit DiQtionary. It ap-
peird that! the ‘people ‘among whom the Sanfcrit language was ver-
paculaf, Ttyled "their- country BHARATA *; a2 name, which is, I
belicve; quite novél to the ears of the learned in Europe. It:is
probable then, that the word Hinp furnithed that of INp1a, to the
Greeks : and the terminatien sTAN, fignifying country in the Per-
fie, is of more'madern date: for we find it joined to many of the
ancient Perfian names of countries ; as to Dah®, whence Daheftanz

-®-8ce the notes o the Heetopades cr Fables, recently tranflated from the Sanfcrit (or San-
fcreet) by Mr. Wilkins, page 332.  This gentleman bas the merit of being the firit European
‘who acgifired the knowl'ed§c ‘the Sanfcrit language : which was that of ancient Hindooftan
(or Bharata) but which ceafed to be the vernacular tongue, foon after the Mahomedan conquett,
in the l.lt.h century A few s ago, it was known only to the Pundits or learned Bramias ;
g?ﬂkﬂwﬂa‘ kept it fram mm)cdge of. all but thew own arder : it being the fagred .de-
-pofitacy of dheir religious inflitutions, and myflevies ; and which it was inconvenient to com-
municage to the vulgar, otherwife than through the medium of their own camments, and, iptes-
pretations. . The honour done Mr. WiLk1ns on this occafion, reminds us of the communica-
tiogs. made to HaroooTys, by she Bgypsiap Priefts : and it is a fair.inference, that the peq-
fonal merit of both of thefc ‘men, had a pringipal Dare in obtaining fo diftinglithed a pre-
feronce, . a ’ R i Pl
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and “Fapuri,:is Taberi-ftan:y Corduene; Candi-Bam < together witle
many: others. . It |has happened’ i the spplication of this.pamg,
Inma, as on fimilar occafions ; that is to fay, it has been applied,
not enly to the country -originally dofigned by.it, 'hut.ta. ephers
adjacent to, and beyond iit ¥ = for the coyatries between-Hindooftmm
and Ching, ¢ame to be called the furrher ndids; er India;extra
Gangem:s wieress, Hind, ‘ot India, propesly helopged - only o the
country: of the people called Hindoos ; or thofe-of India infra Gan-
gét. . ‘Themame:isas ancient as the earlieft profane. hiftory extant -
antl ithis may.férve among : miany ether inftances,” to yrqwc the: hgghv
antiquity of the Perfian language. -~

«Jadia has in-. alk ages -exocited ﬁae'ataenqm of the cumgus i
gslmof¥ every: walk of lfe. Its rare preducts and manufa&tures,
engagedithat of:the merchants ; while the mild and inpffenfive reli-
‘plory of 1 Brama, :and the manners imquicatesd by it,.astradted. the
" naice: Ufsphilefophers. 'Fhe ftrufture: af .its. . Janguage .too, is, se-
- markable ;x and has a claim to originality. :It.dmd been bappy. for-
the Indians, .if:they had not attracted the notice of a.clafs of men
more inimical to the happinc(s of mankind ;. fonthe foftaefs.and éffe-
minacy. induced by the: climate, and the yielding natuse of the, foil,
which pnoduces almoft {pontaneoufly, invited: the attacks of.their
more bardy ncighbours ; and’rendered: them ans ea{y prey to every
foreign imvader. Hence we. find them fuceeflively . conquered -by:
the Perfians, Patans, and Moguls = and it is. probable, that, like
the Chinefe, they have feldom had a dynafty of kings,.. frem:among’
their own countrymen. The accounts of 22 centuries ago, repre-.
fent the Indians as a people who ftood: very high:in paint of civili--
zation: but to judge from. their ancient mqnumcnts,. they had not:

® The term Lysia belonged at firk’only to tlle countriés of Afidda, diat were oolmueﬂfb)w
the Greeks: but was afterwards applied by them to the whole continent. ‘The Romans, in‘a,
fimilar manner, extended the name of Arsica, which eriginally belonged only to the ‘terri-
tories of Carthage, to the whole continent: or,.at leafl; to as.much as they knew of it..
Asia was applie at firk only to Natolia ; which took the name of Lassen’ Asu\, aftctwards
when Asia was applied to-all the known pasts of that continent. .
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qgried the imitative arts to amy.thing like the degree of perfoltion
attained by the Greeks and (Romansy: or evea by ithe Egyptians.
Both the Hindoos and Chinefe apjear to :have cairied the: arts juft
to the point requifite for -vifeful purpofes ;. but nevet to) have ap-
proached the fumxmt of pcrfcéhon as it rcfpo&s taﬁe, or holdnd's of
defign.

. . The p'mcipal muwnents pf Hmdao fnpcrfhtmn -are found “in
the peninfuld, ...Some have, concloded from .this, and from ether
circumflances, that, the original feat of the Hiadoo. roligion, was
there. . Others, perhaps with more appearanes; of probapility, - fip-
pofc it to have originated on the banks of the Ganges.:: Mopuments
ef a fupertlition, . apparently aaferior. to. the Hindoa, exift i, the
caves of Salfette and Elephanta, two iflands .on- the wefern. coaft
of India : thefe confift of spartmeats of extenfive dimkenfidni; cxca-
vated. from the live rock; and decorated: with figures andl-colamus. -
- India was but little known tosthe. Greeks until Adexamdes's cxpe-
ditfon, abiont. 37 years befdre Chridt.. : Heronetds;: whd wioee
abgut 11 3i.years .before, :appeats to. have hedrd’ but:ihdifindly, of
any: bt the weftern part of .it; and that only, bylits ‘being -tribu~
tdry' to Petfia. .. 2e informg us (Book 1V.) -that .Ddrius :Hyftafpes
had. difpatched Soylux - ofv Cagydndra: to.explore the > Indus; abourt
58 years before Chrifhy itadd thatite .depasted from Cafpatyrus
apd Putfyg,: which were fituated nean the head. of the Indus, He-
rofidtus contihiies tq fay, -that the Indians who inhabit towards: the
. npsth, and .border on thefe territosies of :Cafpsityrus and Paltya,
refembleoghe Badirians,. (that is,: their heighbours):.in. manners =
andl ;are’ithe ‘moftivaliant, people ofuall Ibdia. :The eaftern part of
Indid, fays be, is.rendered defert by. fands:. iwhich defeription ap-.
plies only to the country lying eaft of the Indus, and fouth of the
Pamjan.*: ,and, this fhews pretty evidently, -that. Hesodotms's
Kriowfedge Of India, as to particulars, extended no further, than to
the dbove trit : 'and’a coflateral proof is, thathe does not meritior

. The country watered by the 5 eaﬁern bra.nches of the Indus. See page 80 of the Memoir.
e th
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the Ganges, which became {o famous, a century afterwards. In-
deed, he tells us very plainly, that this fandy defert, was the ex-
treme point of his knowledge eaftward.

With refpéct to Scylax’s difcoveries, this is Herodotus's account.
¢ Darius being defirous to know in what part, the Indus (which is
the fecond river that produces crocodiles) runs into the fea, fent
Scylax of Caryandra, with others of approved fidelity, to make the
difcovery. ‘They departed in divers fhips from Ca/patyrus, and the
territories of Pafya® ; failed down the river, eaftward to the fea;
and then, altering their courfe to the weft, arrived in the joth
month, at that place, where the King of Egypt (Nechao) had

. caufed the Phenicians I mentioned before, to embark in-order to

furround. the coaft of Lybia (Africa). After this voyage, Darius
fubdued the Iodians, and became mafter of that fea.” Herod.
Book JV. In another place, in the fame book, he takes notice of
fome Indian nations, fituated to the fouthward, very remote from:
the Perfiani conquefts; and whofe complexions were as black as
. Ethiopians : thefe ought to be the people of the peninfula. He
bad alfo learned that they killed ro animals, but contented them-
felves with the produce of the earth : that they expofed thofe whom
they deemed too. ill to. recover; lived chiefly upon rice ; had horfes
of a {maller breed than their weftern neighbours; and that they
manufaGured their fine cotton wool in. cloathing,

Now, after the abowe account of Scylax’s cxpedit-ion, can we
give credit to the ftory of Alexander’s: fuppofing that he had difco-
vered the head of the Nile, when he was. at the Indus ? Are we.
to fuppafe that Ariftotle concealed the books of Herodotus from.
his pupil 2 Or,, on the contrary, ought we not rather to believe,,
that the matter of them was on. his mind : and that the difcoveries.
of Scylax, made within 180 years.of his.own time, and of a kind.

* I conclude that Paflya,. is the modern Pchkclj. See pages 1o8 and’ 116 of the Memoir..
Some have fuppofed Cajpatyrus to mean Caj/ mere : but this is improbabie, from its fituation,
which i3 remcte trom the Indus,

that
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that particularly interefted him ; were detailed to him when we
find them given incidentally in Herodotus ? .,

The ftory of Alexander’s furprife at feeing the tldcs in the
Indus, appears to me equally improbable; feeing that the¢ fame
Herodotus (Book II.) fpeaks very particularly of the tides in the
Red fea; and defcribes them as being not only ftrong, but ebbing
and flowing every day. (That moft intelligent and ingenious tra-
véller, M. Volney, . informs us, that the -tide ebbs and flows threg
feet and a half at Suez). ~ Arrian takes no notice of - the tides until
Alexander’s fleet had arrived near’ the mouth of the river. Itis
true, that the tide in the Indus does not go up fo high, as in other
rivers of equal ‘bulk, and that run on'fo finall a defcent ; but never-
thelefs, as the tide'is perceptible at 50 or 60 miles above the river’s
mouth ¥, we may conclude that it' could hardly efcape the notice
of Alexander and his people, in their voyage from Pattala to the
fea : fuppofing they had not been apprized of the circumftance.
Befides, ‘Arrian’s account of the coming in of the tide, whkich did fo
much mifchief to the fleet, is ,‘defcriptive of the BorE, ior fitfdden in
flux of the tide, in a body of water, elevated above the comntén fur-
face of the fea; fuch as o¢curs in the Ganges, &c.* : He fiys, thofe
fhips that lay upon the fand, were fwept away by the-fury of the tide ;
while thofe that fuck in the mud, were fet afloat agmx& without damage.
To the generality of readers, no reafon wiH appéar, why the circum-
ftances of the fhips fhould be different, in the fud, and <on ‘the
find: the fa& is, that the bottoms of channels, ih great rivers,,
are muddy; while their fhallows are formed of fand+ and it is
the naturé of the bore; to-take the fhorteft ‘cut up a river; inftead
of following the windings of the -channel* ionﬁ:quenﬂy, it muft
¢rofs the fand banks it meets in its way ; and will ‘alfo” prove more
deftru@ive to whatever it meets with aground - than whit is afloat.

® The tide in the Indus is perceptible at about 65 miles above its mouth ; according to the
information of Mr. Callander, who refided a confiderable umc at Tatta,. near the head of the -

delta of the Indus. In the Ganges the tides arc perceptible at 240 miles yp : and in tlxc tvep
Amazens, at 6oo.
It
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. It appears alfo from Herodotus (Book IIL). that the parts. of
India bordering on the Indus, were fubjeted to regular tribqtq,:
if ‘not totally reduced, under the. Perfian Government: for in
.courperating the 20 Satrapies of Perfia (under Darius Hyftafpes)
India js reckoned as one of them, and is rated the higheft: it being
affefied in _the proportion of 4680 Eubean talents of filver, out of
14,560, the whole annual revenune. To cxp‘lam thm, the author
informs us, that the Indians were very numerous; and that the
trihyte chacged upon them, was proportionably great. It is wor-
thy of semark, that this {ribute was paid in gold, wherms thatof
the other Satrapncs was paid in filver. Much light is thrown en
this cxrcumﬁancc, by the intelligence furnithed by the Avm
ACBAREE ; namcly, that the eaftern branches of the Indus, 2s
well as fgmc other ftreams, that defcend from the northern moun-
taips, yxcld,gold duft. (See page 108 of the Mcmmr) We are
told on the fame occafion, by Herodotus, that gold was cﬁ:xmatcd
about that time, at the value of 13 times jts wc:ght in filver,
Alexander’s expedition furnithed the Greeks with a more exten-
five knowledge of India: although he traverfed only the countries
mentioned by Herodotus : that is, the traét wa,tered by the Indus,
and its various branches, and adj uné civers, But the fpmt of cx};\
quiry was now gone forth : and the long sefidence of M@gaﬁhcncs,
the. ambafladar of Scleucus, at Palibothbra, the . capital of the
Prasit, furnithed the Grecians with the prxncnpal part of the
accounts of India, that are to be found in Strabo, Pliny, and Ar-
rian: for Megafthenes kept a journal, and alfo wrote a very parti-
cular account of what he had feen and heard, re{pecting Indid in
general, during feveral years refidence : which account exifted:
Arrian’s time.  His embafly was about 300 years before our rd.
- The communication by land, between the Syrian empire and |
India, was dropt very early: for Bactria foon became independant :.
and by that means, the link of the chain that connetted India:witly
Syria, was broken. The Indian trade was about the fame time
6 trans-
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transferged from Tyrd t Alekandsin in: Egype, where it Aourithed
voder. the; auufgices: of .the Ptolemics, - untill Bgypt besame 2 Rorhan
province:;* and ‘was contioued on & move: exteafive . foele uhdér the
Romans themfeltes: mor did- it forfzke Allekandria, 'unti] the: re2
difecuery of the paflage By whe Cape-df Good Hope. ['fhall take
oocafion. to {pcale moné fully codlcerning the particulls of ‘the aivi-
ganmfmmd:cRedhuIndxayhzfmfﬁr. T L

- "This traffick opened :to the Egyptians anid Rontent a &ncwledge
of the. coafts and pagducts of Indin s as'we. find by varioud ndtices]
mm the abovementioged: asthorsy -and. in Ptolemy . in - part:cularl
Butmnﬁ&cmng how nmich the detail of the coafks was known to
kim, as is evident by bis map (Tab:"X. Afie) itis very extraordi-
pary. ¢hat the general forme ofi it, * fhould e fo fat fromithe waith s
for. he malies the confts beqween the induwmd-Gmges, 40 préje&
only in'a flighturves; whereas,. they:are knowa : to -fosm the fides
bf-a triangle, -whofe. pcnpendu;uiar almoft. eqmls s befet )Cape
Comerin,, being. tbt« gpex of -it.. Whoever conipares ' the- propor-
tional dimenfions .of india, ‘found in - Diodorus Sicalus, Plny, and
Arrisn, will fipd them tolorably juft : ‘and:will be-inclimedtithink
that the worft &t -of ancient haps of India, has travelfed Aowi to
us1. and: that Ptolemy, -in eonftruding his map of that-part; did
not exprefs the ideas of well infislined: pesple -of  his vvn time, on
that fubject. . Pliny was abeut 60 years before Prolemy'; and Ar
siap about. 20 yearsafter Prolemy : their accounts of the dimenfions:
of India, werc:taken from Eratofibencs and Megafibenes. '
. Diodosus. fays dhat - Intlla ie 33,000 fladia from north to fGuth;
and: 28,0ap. &om eaft to weft dmt m, the breadth iz Kevcn—clghths

Amau gmca the mcaﬁarcs colle&ed by Eratoﬂixencs and Mcgaf-
fhenes: and fays that * India is bounded on the weft by -the:
ladu .on the north, ‘by ‘2 céntinddtion of - Mount! Tauruf, ca‘ﬁcd
n dtﬁ’ctcnt pans, Pcro-pdmﬂu Emodm, ‘arid H?mam 3 and on the

~ fouth,

~
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foush, by the ocean, which alfo fhuts up the eaftern parts of it *.
Few authors (fays he) have given us any account of the people,
that inhabit rowards the mouths of the Ganges, where PariBoTHRA:
is_fitnated.” T o :
From the mountains at the head of the Endus, to its mouth,
according to Eratofthenes, is 13,000 ftadia; and from the faid'
.mountains, to the eaftern fea, the extent is {fomewhat lefs: but as
a huge tra& of land rume out 4,000 ftadia into the fea (meaning the
peninfula) it may be reckoned 16,000 ftadia. Fromr Palibothra to
the weftern extreme of India, - meafured. along the great road, is
10,000 ftadia+ and the whole length (that is, from eaft to weft) is
20,000 fladia. Atrian likewife gives the meafures according to
Megafthenes, who reckened India 22,300 ftadia  from- north to
fouth ; and 16,000 broad, from eaft to weft; making  that thie
- breadth, which Eratofthenes reckons the length. - We miay obferve,
that Megafthenes’s proportion, is, on the whole, the trueft: for’
India.is about 28 degrees of a great circle, in length, from north to'
fouth ; or from the Indian Caucafus, to Cape Comorin: and about
20 in breadth, from the Indus to the mouth of the-Ganges: and if
we rackon from the moft diftant mouth' of ‘eich river, it will 'be
22 degrees in breadth. 'This fhews that Arrian had as juft'an idea
of the proporstional dimenfions of India, as we had; 40 years ago:
for we then reckoned it narrower than the truth, by at leaft two
degrees. It is impoffible to ‘tell what length Megafthenes meant
to exprefs by a flade, as there appears to be fo eonfiderable a varia-
tion in the length of this itinerary meafure, at different times ::
but by proportioning the number of ftades, to the number of de-
grees, included in the above meafures of India, by Megaﬁh nies’;

- e 1
* Here it would appear, that Arrian followed the ‘ of "Alexander ; who fi &
Tndia to be the moft g:ﬂem part of Afia; and that th%e?h%’:: 3 the ocean, irom the m?;xpt‘l:{:f .
the Gagges,, took a quick turn to the north and northwef : for he fuppofed the Cafpiaa: lalge-
to be a gulf of it. (Vide his fpeech on the banks of the Hyphafis.) ;:t Prolemy, .as we are -
iven to underftand; had, before the time of Arrian, defcribed SErica, and -the borders of-
N : that'is, the countries bordering on the weft and N W of Cuina ; the country of the:
EvruThg; and part of Tartary, te the latitude of 50 degrees north. :

3 there:
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there fhould be 8oo ftades in a degree of a great circle. M. D'An-
ville has at different times reckoned 1040, and 1100. [ conceive
it probable that Megafthenes. gave the meafures according to the
road diflance, from one extreme of the country to the other; and
not according to the horizontal diftance, or \aGtual leagth, and
breadth of the country. Part of the apparent differences, in the
length of the ftade, may arife from thefe different methods of
reckoning diftances.

Pliny gives the meafures along the coafls between the mouth of
the Ganges, and Pastale (or Tatta) in the mouth of the Indus, at
3320 miles (Roman miles I fuppofe, of 1000 paces.) The trne
meafure of thefe coalts, rejecting the finuafities, and attending only
to the general form of it, is 40 degrees of a great circle. M.
D’Anville allows 75 Roman miles to a degree; and by this rule,
the above npmber. of miles, will come oyt 44 degrees, inflead of
40, the truc meafure. But if the pace be reckoned at 4 foet, 10,02
inches, Englith, there ought to be 78: Roman miles to a degree ;
and, by this calculation, the 3320 Roman miles, will be 42°; or
within o part.of the truth. Whichfoever of the two calculations
mayul?c adopted, ity is; Clear that Pliny knew nearly the form of the
peninfula; and. that Ptolemy, who living at Alexaadria, might be
fuppofed to be in the way of obtaining the beft information on the
fubje&, iwas in truth, ignorant of the general form of it, although
he knew fo much concerning, the particulars.

A:mp,s Indian hiftary, which is extremely curious, and merits
mo;c notice thap it commanly meets with, thews us how very little
changg, . the Hindoos have undergone in about 21 centuries, allow-
'angf@ bgmg made for the effe@ of foreign conquefts; which, how=
ever, have produced fewer changes here, . than they could have done,
any v wherc elfe: for .cyftoms; which .in every country, acquire a
d,cgra; of vcneratxon, are_here rendered facred, by their connexion
wztb religion : the rites of which, are interwoven with the ordi-
nary occursences, of life, To t)miq and tp the feclufion from the

v E reft
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reft- of mankind, ‘ificulcatéd by the bramifiical relxgxon, wé “ire
to afcribe the long duration’ of the Hindoo re’xglon and cu"tomé
which are only to be extirpated, together with the' very peop]e,
among whom they prevail : and which have been proof agamﬂ the
enthufiafm and cruelty of “the Mahomedi® conquerors ; nay more,
have taught a leflon of moderation to thofe cdnquerors ; 5 who at Tt
faw no dahget’ anﬁng to the ftate, from a rehglon that adm1tth no !
profelytes.

We are at the firft view futpnfed to find that' Arrian,” who pro—-
fefles to treat of India, fthould confine himfelf to the defcnptxon of
a particular part only ; while he had authors before him, whd had
treated the fubject at large. It may, however, be accounted for,
in this manner, that he chofe to follow thofe only, who had been
eye-witnefles to what they wrote; not compilers : and it is p

clear th4t his account ‘of India, is meant chiefly to’ 1ﬂuﬂrate Aﬂy
hiftory of his- hero. The following particalars, fele&ed from
among others, will ‘thew to thofe who are converfant wnh Indla,
how nearly the ancient inhabitants, refembled the prefent. * 1. The
flender make of their bodies. 2. Their livmg on vegetable food.
3. Diftfibution, mto fets and claffes : and ‘the pcrpetuatxon of'
trades- in famiffes. ' 4. Marriages at feven years of’age an& pro-
hibition of marriages between different claffes.” 8- The 1 mcn wear-
ing ear-rings ; parti-coloured fhoes ; ‘and vcxls, covenng the had '
and great part of the fhoulders. 6. Daubing thieir faces with co-
lours. 7. Only the principal people having umbrellas ‘cartied over
them. 3. Two-handed fwords: and bows, *drawn’ By the feet.
9. Manner of taking elephants; the fame as in ‘the prefent age.,
10. Manufatures of .cotton, of cxtraordmary whitenefs. * 11. Mon-
ftrous ants: by which the Termstes, or whité ‘ants are meant;
though exaggerated. (Herodotus Beok III, alfo mentions the
ants: and his account is more extravagant than Artian’s.} 12.
Wooden houfes, on the banks of large rivers; to be occafionally
rcmoved as the river changed its courfe. 13. The Talka &ee}r,;r
€2 - 5
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Taky -a’ kind:of pam. 14. Thc ‘Banian- {or Burr. treo) and the
Indian devotees fitting under them..

1o We.miy pefcejve, however, on a. rcfcrcnce to Armn, that n
many of the above particulars, -he had either been indiftinétly in-
formed, -or ¢lfe; mif-infosmed ; as in the cafe of the Tl tree ; the
whita ants (which he difcredits, at the time. he relates it).aid the
manner. in which the people daub their faces. The wooden houfes,
fare, as far as I know, peculiar to the fide of the Indus; and are
remarked to be fo, in the Ayin Acbaree. Arrian informs us,. that
he sook his account of India from Nearchus . and iMegaithenes.
In the account of the wooden houfes, it may be perceived. that Jre
fallowed Nearchus; who feeing them on the fide of the Indus,
<concluded they were in ufe, every where elfe. As to Megafthenes,
‘Arrian thought he had not trawelled far over India; although. far-
ther than Alexander’s followers, This opinion - may. {erve partly to
-explaing why Arrian did not preferve the journal of Megafthenes,
by inferting it in his hiftory of Alexander; or in his account of
Indis.. -

His geography of India rclates chiefly to the northern parts, or
'.thOIC feen by Alexander and Megafthenes. And his catalogue of
rivers, moft of which are alfo to be found in Pliny, and among
which we can trace many of the modern names, contain only -
thofe that difcharge themfelves into the Ganges or Indus : fuch as
Gainas, the Cane; Coffoanus, Cofa, or Cofsy Somus, Soanc; Con-
.dochates, Gunduck ; Sambus, Sumbul, or Chumbul; Agoramis,
.Gogray Commenafes, Caramnafla, &c. &c. '

Of the different hiftories of Alexander that have travelled down
to us, that by Arrian appears to be the moft confiftent ; and efpe-

cially in the geography of Alexander’s marches, and voyage in the
- Papjab; which country, by the nature of its rivers, and by their
mode of confluence, is particularly favourable to the tafk of tracing
hie progrefs. Diodorus and Curtius, had, or ought to ‘have had,
the faxpe;.'maferigls before them, as Arrian: that is, the journals or

L ‘ relations
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rélations ‘of Ptolemy and Ariftobulus ; whoas friends and.compi-
nions of Alexander, had opportunities of being' well infarmed.
We may conclude alfo, that there were among the followers of
Alexander; journalifts of a very different ftamp; and indeed, the
-experionce of .oar own days, furnithes-usowith:examples enough-of
-that kinid, to make it probable: and-there are alfe tp - be- found,
compilers, who according: to their taftes and. difpofitions, prefer
the relation of the marvellous, to thofe of the fober and rational
kind., 8uch as thefe, we may conceive Diodorus and - Quintiue
Curtius “to-'be; the latter particularly, under whofe hand, every
iincident grows into ‘a miracle or wonder. Arrian too, relates his
.wonders ;. but in - fuch a manner, as not to commit himfelf: or,
.as if he meant rather not to withhold what ‘he thought himfelf
-bound. to communicate, than as ¥ he believed them hxm.fdf or
wifbied to inculcate a belief of them, in others.: e
It is to- be regretted that Arrian did not prefervé the journai of
Megafthenes, as well as that of Nearchus. - The lofs of Bzton’s,
or Biton’s book, which contained the geography. of Alexander's
marches, is alfo to be regretted. * It exifted in the time of ‘Pliny,
who _quotes him : but I think, if Arsian had feen it, he would
have been more particular in his geography, in certain’ places’; as
he ordinarily, ftudies to be. Certainly, Arrian had not read Hero-
dotus attentively : otherwife he would not have pafied over in filence,
the voyage of -Scylax, down the Indus; nor reprefented his hero,
as being ignorant of fo curious a faét as the tides muft have ap-
peared, to thofe who read the fame book. But that he had read
part of Herodotus, is evident by his quoting his opinion, - refpeding
the delta of the Nile; and by an allufion to his account of the- aftts
that dug: up gold, in India, &c." :
There is no reafon to doubt that the Hmdoo or Bramxmcal r’e‘h—
gion was univerfal over Hindgaflan and the Deccan, before the time
of Alexander’s conqueft, if we regard the notices afforded: Wy ¥1¢-
rodotus and Arrian. Nor is it more extraordinary that one religion
| fhould
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- fhppld prevailooier, dndiay, aithaugh. cosapofed: of . ditinét: go\n:m,-
eRts, $hansthas the: Chaitinn sekigion: thould>prevail overa larger
;gaét:,,;pH Eyrope 51,05, 1the- Mshomedan- over. & fill. larger tR@ in
Eupope,, Afia, and Africa. ~Bos althoughithere' might be-an-uni-

el of mM‘Wcmm -thit learned ‘well know, many

Siftind,Jangyages ;and hiftory, sbothsancieptand modern, gives us

the, m?&  pofitive: gﬁ'up,aces ‘that India'was divided isto 2~ nuzhber

'ot; lungdoms ot ﬁatcsg from the time of Herodotuk, -dowm to thet

9.{ Aghar, .. Not oply Herodotus, Diodorus, Pliny, aad Arrian,

are paﬁtxve, as to this point; but even Abul Fazil, who-cempofet

a -hiltory of; the.;Ipdian. provinces; in the.reign -of Achan; in' ‘the
3fith ceptury.. It is probable, that the almoft univérfality:iof reli~

giap,.and thejunion of fo large a portion of this vaft:segion, under

the fqgulﬁgﬁt,Tametlwc (particularly under Aurungmebe)- has - oc-

afioned .an ides,-.thopgh &, very, erroncoua’ ane' that. the Moguk

empifc,, f0. called from she Mogul (or Mongul) dyna,ﬁy, ‘on-that'of
Tamerlape, wasalways under-ope head. T et

. jBut whateyer kind, of divifion: may have taken place in- tho'lrcﬂ:

of Hindoofian, , there. appedss; to have been, generally, 2 large. iems-

pise ngkmdpm,,w,hwh ‘occupied the principal past of that iim-

menfe. valley or plain,,. through which the Ganges takes ifs conrfe :

the capital of which: has. fluGuated between Delhi and Patma, as
the limits. of the empire have varied. That fuch a one. does.not
exift: at. prefeat, is. probakly owing - to .the Bengal provinces. being
in the hands; of fogeigness :¢ but: if we confider the usionof interefts
betweea Bcng{d, ang Oude,-the cafe is not effentially altered.. Leave:
matters to. their.: natural: cou,r&, ithe whole valley will. form -one
ftate aguin. ., The, kmgdem I fpc;tk of,- was that of the Prasii and

GANGARIDE;, in. the timgs ¢f Alexander and Megafthenes: and

which was very powesful,. as appears by the ftrength of its armies,.

and the number ef elephants trained to.war. It feems to have ex-
tended weftward to the Panjab country : and if Paliothra ftood on
the fite of Patna,. as late accounts feem to render probable (fee page

ORI 50 of
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50 of the Memoir) we “may fuppofe #hist-it incladed at leatt; part
of Bengal.  Ineffe®, the kingdom of the Prafii could not well be
of lefs dimenfions than France : and the fiate of it (according fo
Arrian) was sich, the inhabitents good hufbandmen, and excellent
foldiers ; govesned by nobility, and liv‘ing"flmc&hly ; their rulers
impofing nothing -harth, ot unjuft, upon- them: Thofe who are
fonder. of contemplating the filent happinefs of a whele people,
than of tracing the fteps of a conqueror, will be gratified on'refle®-
ing that- Mexmdu flopt thort, on thc borders of the country
above defctibed.

‘The teade from the ’Weﬁcm world to Incha, which has ever ene
rtdled.tlmfe who have carried it on, has oftén changed hards, and
botn turmed into different channels. - A paﬂ'mn for - Imdian’ wmanu-
fattures and produd@s, has attuated thé peophe ‘of cvery age, iit
Tower Afia, a5 well as in the civilized pares:5f Europe | the deficatd
and: wiirivalled, as well as the coAvfer ahd'ore afefdl, fdbncks of
cotton, of that country, particalarly fnitmg the inhabitants of the
temperdte regions, along - the Méditerrinéan and Euxine fess. ' To
this tradc, the Pesfian and Arabian gulfs;” opened 'dne eafy pafiage 5
the latter particwlarly : b the land carviage Beétween dfi¢ -Red fea
and the Nile; and between -the Red $es and' the Mediterranéah,
took .up onlya few days. It is highly probable, and tradition in
- India, warrants the bellefof it, that there wis’from time 'imime-
morial, s intepcourfe between Egypt and Hisidoofah ;lat- leaft,
the maritime part of it: fimilarity of cuftoms nmymﬂam:cs (zs
related of the ancient' Egyptians, by Heradotus; and which ‘éan
hardly be refesred to phyfical caufes) exifting in the tovo cointfics.
The intercourfe, we may conclude, was casricd-on, by feay: e
confider. the nature of the intervening countrics; and the fedt'of thc
manufadtures : and it might, moocover, e cxpetbed, thata mation’
{ enterprifing as-to undertaie the circummavigation of Afisch (as
there can be- me doubt, the Egyptians did, under ‘ the Pharaohs)
would fcarcely leave’ unexplered, the coafts of 4 3, fo much

6 nearer;
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neprer§ and.rwhich, from the regulasity of the. petiodital: winds;
was: fo- eafy of. scdelit. "t Wheéther Sotomon’s pioﬁ!abfe traffohi il
cluded that of India, thore are, I bslieve,. ho” means of determining:y’
busiit appears bighly prbbable thav it did : as alfo thatthe voydges of
shree years; made by dhiiéhips that arrived at Tarybifb (Tarfus; i
Gilicia) were to the femote parts of Africa. * We muft: carry intout
minds, this’ fa&, that:Solomon’s flects were difpatched from-the
ports.of the Red:fes, id8 well as from thofe of tho!Meditetrancan's
David's.conqueft of Idumea (Edem) giving him 'pofiefiion iof the
ports in the north-eaftern branch of the Red fea: thatis; Ezion-
gaber, . &c., Tyre was founded about ‘two centarics :amd: a-half,
before this: peciod :. and from the very flourithing: ftats therwhe in,
under Hizam, the cotemporary of Solomon, it may be oencluded
that her. merchants poflefled the greateft part of theitrade of the
known world, 4t that time; and the trade:of the eaft among-the
reft; imall probability. Commerce being fo feady a way 66 :thelies,.
itiis.no mondar that {o, enlightened ;a Ptince- as Solomon, fhould
pofit by the exampls-of. his. neighfours : and awail hintfelf of, his
fituation, frone the enlarged flate-of his kingdom, which extended
from the Euphsatas to. the Red fea; and to: the borders of Bgype
(1 Kings;.chap. .4, ver..24 : and 1 Chron. chap..18. ver.-13.) and'
which opened to him; -two-of the great avenues to-the éaR, by way
of the Red fea,. amd ¢he Perfian gulf. M. Volney's idea, refpe@ing
the obje@ thit Solomod had in view, when he took pofitflion of
JTadmour, or. Palavyra, is, in my opinion, no lef§ ‘probable, than
ingenious.: mamely; to.wfe it'as an emporium of the Eaft Indi
trade,. by way ofithe Perfian: gylf, -and: the courle of the Euphrates:
Ibi§ was about 1060 years- befare our ®ra. But Solomon’s trade,.
notwithftanding, -was mesely.temposary : and reminds us of fome
feeble cfforts, .inade in .ouc:own: days, by an inland Prince, who
(o this refpect, .like Solomon) pofleffiés two ports fituated in oppo-
fité thores of - the!.continent ;- and who is: conftrained to borrow the
mariners of the modern Tyre, as Solomon did thofe of the ancient.

Whether
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Whether.the Indian trade was tagried da atr»t‘he.ffmw'nbfe, b}vm
Tyrimsiand Egyptians; as: welb 2s by the Jadeans] cannot: nmﬁ"
be afcertained; but I think it probable that it mighe;: ahd' that;
both:by: the route of the Perfian’ gulf, and the Rell fea ;a5 wehdve
{oen:it) 41 our days. But whatever mijhalbe * the)mercantile ftate
of Tiywre; in thedays of Selomon, we find it about a tentuty after;’
efablithing » colény at Carthage ; and about three' ‘centuries after
that; : its: grestnefs was proverbial. - I mean, about the date of
Edzkisl's prophecy conceriiing it. : ' o
. nWhen Tyre felk into the hands of Alexander (Before Chrift 332,
ahd abowt 260 after: the ‘time of Ezekiel) that: vity was' in full
pafiedion of the Indian commerce. The route of their trade from
India,..vees. up the Red fea- to Ezrngaber ;- and thence aérofs ‘the
daferye to Rbimarvruray a téwn on the Mediterranean, Wad® oh the
commaen frotiers of Paleftine and Egypt : both of whick countried
perothen ia . the hands of - the Pesfians.  Fromt Rhinoctrurd, the
goads: werc, cirried. by fea to-Tyre, and-citctlited ffoth * therice:!
The defiruthion of Tyre by Alexander, and the confequent foun-
" datioaief Alexandria, turned the trade into a new 'chidnnel ¢ or fa<
ther perhaps;; returned it into its ancient'one, Egypt. ~The Pfs:
lemits, iato whade hands Egypt fell, on the divifion of Alexander’s
ewwire, beftowed a foftering care on thé new émporium, whick.
alfo became the capital of the kingdom. Ptolemy Phtldﬂclphus,
canftgudd .a ‘canal from Arfinoe (near the prefent Suez) to' the.
Pelufiga. beanch ‘of the Nile::- and afterwards, poflibly becaufe of -
the tedious snd dangerous navigation of  the upper part of the Red
{ca, founded. ‘the city of . Berenioe “on the weftérnm fide of ‘that fea,,
and nearly wnder the tropic {thatis, 450 miles below Suez) from.
whenca the-merchandife was tranfported- acrofs the defért of The-
w;; to,Captus on the Nile; and thence, down the fiream of that
rivr, to. the. neighbourhood of Alexandria; which thus ‘becatne
the centre of trade between the eaftern and weftern world ; and, of’
courfe, anc of the moft opulent cities in either. It would appear,,

" f that.
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that under the Ptolemies, the Egyptians extended their nawigation
to the extreme point of the Indian continent, and even fatled.np
the Ganges to Palibothra.

Alexandria held its rank as an emporium, even after Egypt bcq-
came a. Roman province: and preferved it in a confiderable dcgaoe,
during the various revolutions that happened in the eaft * ; until the
re-difcovery of the paflage round the fouth point of Africa, about
300 years ago, turned the bulk of the Indian trade into an esmtirs
new channel ; and from which it is not likely ever to be diverted. .

Berenice continued to be the port of outfit for the Roman Eaft
India trade in the time of Pliny (A.D.79) whe details, in his
fixth book, the account of the navigation to Iadia; with mang
curious particulars relating to it: and among other matters, we
may gather, that it was a complaint even in his time, that the
trade to India, drained Europe of its riches. Pliny fays, that it
coft 5o millions of fefterces every year (at 1s. 3di, 3,275,000l )
and yet the trade is not defcribed as being extended to every part
of India. I fhould apprehend a miftake in this flatement : as the
prime coft of the cargoes brought into England, from India and
China, in any one year, has been little above three millions, freight
included : and one would not expec that the value of the goods
imported by the Romans, was equal to that, nmpomdfvom Chmi \
and Iindooftan, into England.

From Berenice it was reckoned 3o days naugmon, dowa the
Red fea, to Ocelis (Gella) juft within the firait of Bab-el-mandel:
Another port was Muza (Mocha) but Occlis was reckoned the
beft, and moft commodious for departurc From thence to Mz
ziris, the firft port of merchandif¢ in India, was 4o days fail+
fo that, as they left Berenice about midfummer, they might arrive
in India in the latter end of Auguft, when the violence of the §' W
monfoon was abated; and the coafting navigation, fafe and eafy

,* The Veneuan trade to the eafl, was by the chmncLof' the Red fn, and Ak.tag&ﬂ-

Phny
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Ptiny does not forget to mention “that they dcpartcd with the wq/?
wind : and thefe 40 days failing, would be about 15 days run, for
an European thip, in the modern ftyle of navigating: being about
1750 marine (the fame as geographical) miles, on a firaight courfe.

- We are told that the firft of thefc voyages were made by coafting
the Arabian fhore to the promontory Syagrus (Cape Rafalgate) and
thence along the coatt of Perfia to the mouth of the Indus, &c.
In the next age, a fthorter and fafer courfe was difcovered : for from
Cape Rafalgate, the (hipé made a direét courfe to Zizerus, a port
in India; fituated, as would appear by eircumftances, on the
rorthern part of the Malabar coaft. After this, a. dire@& courfe
was made from the outlet of the Red fea to Muziris, as above re-
hted. It is probable, after all, that they coafted a great part of
the Arabian coaft, in order to reduce the length of that part of theic
courfe, that lay out of the fight of land : unlefs the habit of depend-
ing on the compafs, has, in my idea, increafed the difficulty of
fhaping 2 courfe without one. .

Muziris is faid by Pliny to have been an incommodious place of
merchandife, becaufe the fhallownefs of the port, or river’s mouth,,
made it neceﬁiry to difcharge or take in the cargo in fmail boats,
at a diftance Trom the emporium: and befides, there was danger
from the pirates, at Nitria. Another port, more commodious and
better ftored with merchandife, was named Barace (or Becare) in.
the country of the Niconidians ; and as the pepper of Cotfonara was
brought to this place in fmall boats, it may be concluded that
Barace was within, or near to, the country of CANARA; which
produces the beft pepper in thofe parts, at the prcfén.t day. After
much ftudy and inveftigation, I cannot apply to any particular {pot,
thefe ports of Muziris and Barace : for the Malabar coaft abounds
with ports of -the above defcription : and it muft be confidered, too,
that: a ghallow port for one of the Roman traders, which, in all
probability, were fmaller than ours, would be reckoned, in the
prefent- times, no pert at all. The circumftances of the pirate

A ' f2 coaft,
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coaff, ind peppet colintiy, howdver, confine us within ocertyin. k-
mits : for, in thie courfeé to Muziris, the traders pafled -mear the
pirate’s ftations ; and as thefe, by the lights which I' have reccived
from Pliny and Ptolemy, were nearly the fame as the prefent, (that
is, between Bombay and Goa) I conceive the trading ports meant
by Pliny, were fituated between Goa and Tellicherry. - The Periple
of the Indian fea, and the geography of Ptolemy, throw fome faim
lxght on the fubje&.

Ptolemy’s ideas are thefe: fl'_'ynd:’;r (going fouthward) fucceeds
Nitria ; then Muziris; Becare (which is one of the readings of
Barace) Melcynda, or Nelcynda ; Cottiara; and then Comariay or
Cape Comorin ; whofe proper name is Komtin or Komry. And the
Periple (my information is from M. D’Anville) enumerates in thé
fame order, Tyndis, Muziris, and Barate: allowing goo fladia
between -each, refpe&ively.  No three places appear more conve-
nient to this relative difpofition, and to the circumftances of the
pirate coaft and pepper country, than Gea, Meerzaw (vulgarly,
Merjee) and Barcelore, or Baffinore. The firft, namely, Goa, is
juft clear of the pirate coaft : having Newtya, poffibly the Nitrias
of Pliny and Ptolemy (near which the pirates cruifed on the Romaa
veflels in their way to Muziris) on the north' of it. The fecend
place, Meerzaw, or Merjce, has even fome affinity in found, with
Muzms ; and is fituated on a river, and at fome diftance from -the
fea. And Barcelore, or Baffinore, which may pofiibly be Barace,
is one of the principal pepper faQories, at prefent: and therefore
hnfwers fo far to Barace. Nelcynda, I take to be Nelifuram : and
do not, with M. D’Anville, fuppofe Barace to be the port of Nel-
cynda, but a diftin& place. It is faid by Pliny, to be fituated
“within the kingdom of Pandion; which is pretty well underftood
to be Madura: or to be comprifed, at leaft, within the fouthern
part of the pcmnfula and therefore, the farther fouth we go- for
Nelcynda, the lefs we are likely to err. . But even-all this'is con-
Jc&urc, as far as relatcs to particular poﬁtmns «nor is-it of: much
confe-

-
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_confoquence : for we are clear that theports. of merchandife, muft
be fituated, in or near to the country of Canara, the Cottonara,. ot
pepper country of Pliny: that is, -between Gua and Telltchcrry,
as_before oblerved.

The {hips returned. from the coaft of Imha, about the month qf
December,  with the north-eaft ‘monfoen : ‘and when entered: into
the Red fea, they had a fouth, or fouth-weft wind : fo fays Pliny.
The voyage was made much within the compafs of a year : and the
profits are ftated to be immenfe : but the particulars of the cargoes
are not recorded.

. There are no notices in Pliny (as far as I know) concermng any
voyages of the Romans, to the gulf of Bengal, or to the penin-~
fula of Malay (the golden Cherfonefe) although it is clear fiuin
Strabo, who wrote before Pliny, that the Ganges had then been
failed up, as high as Palibothra. Ptolemy’s geography, faid to be
compofed about 60 years after Pliny, contains evident proofs that
both of the Indian peninfulas had been explored : fuch is the men-
tion of the pearl fithery, between Ceylon and the continent; the
diamonds found on the banks of the Sumbulpour river; and -the
point from whence fhips. that traded - to ‘the Malay- coaft,.+100k.
their departure (fuppofed to be Point Gordeware :) befides many
pames, that can hardly be mifunderftood in the applicationof them ;
as'Arcats, the capital of the Sore (or Sora-mandaluin, fiom whenee
corruptly Choromandel) Mefolia, the diftri& which containg Maft-
lipatam ; the river Cauvery, under the namne.of Chaboris;+ &c.:
The peninfiila beyond the Ganges is alfo defcribed in“Ptolémy, -
as far as Cochin China, or perhaps, to the borders of--China, or
Sine. (See M. D’Anville’s Antiquité Geographique de L’ Inde,¥
We may here obferve alfo, by the way, that the iflands  fcattered
over the gulf of Bengal, in Ptolemy, and. probably meant«for the
Andaman ‘and Nicobar iflinds; are motft. of .them' faid  td be iiid
habited by Anthropopbagi: and this idea hasalfo- becn adepted by
the. modern .navigators. -Qther iflands, swhichl thay: beineiné cithiod

for
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05 cerpimparts of Sumatra,. or dor e of the ilnds that lie ex-

tended along the weflern fide of it, aae alfa branded with the funs
character : and we find, by Mr. Marfden, shat it is generally bes
lived, that man-caters exift in Sumatra, even at this day. I sdfer
the Beag, Fortune ifland. 10 the Geeat, Andarodn ; and the. 10 Mo-
nioke, tq the gorthern Nicobarss beipg juft- the number of them:
the 5 Barafls, and 3 Sindee iflands, together with the 3 Sebg-dibe ;
are the iflands I allude to, as being either parts of Sumatea, of
Wands neag, it. o
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SKETCHES of the Hiffory of HINDOOSTAN, fince the Commencement
BRI AL . - .
of, the Manomenan ConquesTs.

THERE i§, no- known -hiftary of Hindooftan (that refts on the
foupdation of Hindoo materials or records) extant, before the
period of the Mahomedan conquefts : for cither the Hindeos kept
no regular hiftories ; or they were all deftroyed, or fecluded: from
common cyes by the Pundits. We may - judge of their traditions,
b'x, thas cxifling, concesning Alexander’s expedition: which is,
thaos Pg{qnght a.great battle with the Emperor of Hindooftan, near
D%&‘u,"y)dnthough vi€torious, retired to Perfia, acrofs the northern
qog%gm&. fo that the remarkable circumftance of his failing
down #he Indus, in which he employed many months, is funk ab- .
together. ; Andyet, perhaps, fow: events of ancient times, reft on’
W,lfemdaﬁam, than. this part.of the hiftory of Alexander (fee
brated, not only by his cotemponaries, but by feveral of the moft
celebrated authars, for fome centuries. folowing. As for the no-
tices abave referred. to, i Heredotus, Pliny, and Arrian, &c.

, | they
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they. dre. rather tranfient viows of the then flaté of mhaoo&an,
with &’ general account of manaers and cuftoms ; than‘a hiffory.
Not but that thefe acopunts are infinitely more pleafing and fatis=
faGtory, than 2 hiftory would have Been, if it contiined ﬁoﬁlmg
more than thit of the Mahomedan tonguefts: that is, an account
of battles and maffacres : an actount of the fubvetfion bf (appa-
rently).one of the mildeft, and moft regular gévetnments in thé
world, by the vilet and moft unworthy of i conquerors : for
fuch the Mahomedans undoubtedly were, confidered either in fte-
fpe@ to their intolerant principles; contempt of learning, and
fcience ; habitual floth; or their imperious treatment of women:
to whofe lot, in civilifed focieties, it chiefly falls, to forh the
minds of the rifing generation of both fexes ; as far as early leflons
of virtue and morality may be fuppofed to influence them.

. The travels of Cofmas in the 6th century, and of the two Ma-
homcdan travellers in the gth, afford fek materials for hiftory ¢
and but little can be gleaned from Marco Paulo, who t:roﬁ'ed the
peninfula, and went ap the weftetn fide of it, to Guzerat, in t‘hg
13th century. Indeed, it is exceeding diffictlt {o rcfer any idcn-f‘
dent related in this laft author, to any particulat tbun‘ffy, a3 {'hc

geography of his travels is an enigma; for the moft part Al B
: It is chicfly to Perfian pens that we aré’ indebted for thut pbr‘ﬁbn'
of Indjan hiflory, which we poflfefs. The célebratd Mzhome&
Ferifhta, -carly ih the 17th century, compiled a hrﬁory of ﬁ%
ftan, from varioms materials; moft of whi¢h; irr' the Med
Dow (who gave a tranflation of this hiftory to the Wwotfd, dﬁb\;ﬁ‘
2¢ .years ago) were eolleted fromi Petfian authors. - FHe *Miha-’
barut, an hiftorical poem of high antiquiy, and whith 1~ uhdél"m
fiand, Mr. Wilkins is now dranflating’ from-the- rigitidt Santeiy’
(as he bas already done an epifods of if, under the title!of Bhiagdat
Greta) is fuppofed. to contain a latge portiod of inuremﬁg‘ﬁ’i‘ltohcaf
matter : but if the father of Grecian poetty made fo total a change '
in the ftory of Helen, in order to give a full feope o s ’l‘ﬂﬁﬁiﬁ%‘-‘
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tion; what fecurity have we that another poet may not miflead us
in matters of fact; that is, inall that is valuable in hiftory, con-
fidered as fuch ? Mr. Dow was far from fuppofing that the Hindoos
were deftitute of genuine hiftories of their own.country: he was .
not indeed acquainted with the Sanfcrit language, in. which they
muft be w:ftten, if at all : but founded his belief on the informa-
tion of. people on the fpot. If the {pecimens of early Hindoo
hiftory given in the Ayin Acbaree, are akin to thofe which Mr.
Dovir had in contemplation, I confefs I can place no dependance onr
them. The maft valuable part of Ferifhta’s hiftory, he allows to
be that, pofterior to the firft Mahomedan conquefts, about the
year 1000 : and the following abftrad of it is offered to the reader’s
notice, in order to fix in his mind, an idea of the fucceffive
changes in the ftate of the empire of Hindooftan; which from a
pure Hindoa government, became a Mahomedan one; and conti-
nued to be fo, under various dynafties of Monarchs, from Perfia,
Afghaniftan, and Tartary ; until the beginning of the psefent cen-
tury : thefe Princes, moreover, adding to the original country of
Hindooftan, all the other provinces fituated within the Ganges.
This unweildy ftate then dropping to pieces, anarchy focceeded ;
which in moft parts of it, is fcarcely compofed at prefent: and
which had nearly given rife to a new Hindoo empire, under the
Mabhrattas : but the intervention of foreign powers, prevented it.
Laf}ly, ene of thofe foreign pawers feizing on the faireft provinces,
and taking the lead in the empire, although removed from it, the
diftance of an actual route of fifteen thoufand miles * !

Even after the commencement of the Mahomedan conquefls, we
fipd' little more in Ferifhta, fave the hiftories of the empire of
Ghizni (or Gazna) and Delhi ; until the fubje®ion of all Hindoo-
ftan, by the Patan Emperors in the beginning of the 13th century :
for Hindooftan continued to be divided into a number of feparate

® No part of the Roman empire, was diftant from its capital, by the moft circuitous route,
more than 2800 miles.
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kingddms, each of which, required- a particular hiftory and’ of
which we know only fuch parts of it, as were interwoven with the
hiftory of the conquering country. Many of thefe old Hindoo
kingdoms, bore the fame names as' the prefent {subahs (or vice-
royalties) -do ; and had, probably, nearly the fame limits. The
- hittory of the Deccan, is yet more obfcure than ‘that of Hindoo~
fian : being brought into view later, as the Mahomedan conquefts
extended thither : ‘and which began te ericroach on it about the
year 1300, although the entire conqueft of it, was not made until
late in the 17th century. S
It may be obferved that the firt Mahomedan conqueror who
made any eftablithments ; that is, Mahmood, found little lefs” dif-
“ficulty in fubduing the country, than the latter conquerors did;
- when fo many kingdoms were united under the Patan Emperors :
for thefe kingdoms, now become provinces, were too extenfive,
and éompofed of materials too difcordant to unite properly: not to
pention, that théy were never long enough united, to produce’the
happy effets refulting from a long period of intercourfe under one
common head, and which affimilates the whole into one mafs," like
the French or Britith provinces. And this muft ‘ever’ be the cafe,
in very extenfive empires, where a delegation of great powers; and
diftant fituation, prepares the provinces for independency, when-
ever- the fupreme government happens to-be placed in weak hands.
Hence, Hindooftan, even under the Moguls, ‘may be confidered-
only as a collection of tributary kingdoms ;: each accuftomed to
look no farther than to its. own particular Viceroy ; -and, éf courfe,
ever in a flate to rebel, when the imbecility of the Emperor, and
the ambition of the Viceray, formed-a favourable conjun@ure. - Té-
this muft be attributed the little refiftance that was made to the'
arms of Tamerlane, Baber, Humaioon, -and .Nadir Shah; als'
- thongh fo- many provinces ‘were .at ‘thofe trmes :united, 1mder one"
Prince. .
| | g The-
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- he'ft Mihemedan conquefts that led to permanent eftablifh-

ments in Hindoofta, were thofe of the beforementioned Mahmood,
Emperor of Ghizni'for I-make a diftin@ion between tbefe, and
the firft srruptions'-6f the Mahomedans; which left fuch flight
traces behind them, as to be fcarcely apparent. Among others,
was that of the'Caliph Valid in' the firft century of Mahomedanifm.
‘The empire of Ghizni was founded by Abiftagi, Governor of
Korafan (A. D. g60) who revolted from the King of Bucharia ;
whofe anceftor, in his turn, had arifen to power, on the ruins of the
Caliphat empire, about 87 years before. Ghizni confifted chiefly
of the tra®, which compofed the kingdom of Batria, after the
divifion of Alexander’s empire : that is, the countries lying between
Parthia and the Indus; and fouth of the Oxus*. Ghizni (or
Gazna) a city placed among the weftern fources of the Indus,
and not far from the Indian Caucafus, was the reputed capital;
though Balk or Balich claimed this honour, likewife.

Mahmood (commonly ftyled Sultan) was the third in fucceffion
from Abiftagi: and was himfelf the fon of Subuctagi, who appears
to have meditated the conqueft of the weftern part of India; and,
like Philip, left his projects, as well as his kingdom, to his fon.
Subutagi had carried his arms acrofs the Indus, and ravaged the
Panjab ; but made no eftablithments : for we find, that at the time
of his fon Mahmood's invafion, a Prince of the Bramin race, or
religion, named Jeipal, pofleffed the whole country, along the eaft
fide of the Indus, to Cafhmere; and that he had the Kings of
Delhi, Agimere, Canoge, and Callinger, for allies : fo that it may
be concluded, from the circumftance of the frontier provinces
being under a Hindoo government ; and from the ftate of the Hin-
doo religion, throughout the fcene of Mahmood’s conquelts ; that
the Mahomedans, whatever ravages they might have commit-
ted, previous to this time, had not, as we have before obferved,

® The reader is requefted to confult the map at page toz, for the countries lying between
the Indus and the Cafpian fea.
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formed any eftablithment in Hindooftan : but that the whole coun-
try was perfettly Hinpoo, at the time of Mahmood’s conqueft.
It muft be obferved, that I do not clafs the country of Cabul,
or any of the provinceson the weft of the Indus, as belonging to
Hindooftan proper. v

Before: Mahmood began his firft expedition into India, which
was only three years after his acceflion, he extended his empire
northward, by reducing Bucharia; from whofe king, his anceftor
had revolted, as has been obferved above.

In A. D. 1000, he entered Hindooftan: but in the courfe of
eight years, he made no further progrefs than Moultan. The peo-
ple of Moultan, who were the Malli, and Catberi (that is, the
Kuttry or Rajpoot tribe) of Alexander, muft have preferved their
ancient {pirit, to be able to oppofe, for fo long a time, fuch formi-
dable armies, headed by fo furious an enthufiatt. In 1008, we
find all the Hindoo Princes, from the weft of the Ganges to the
river Nerbudda, united againft him, for the common defence of
their religion ; the extirpation of which, was to Mahmood, an ob-
je@ equal to that of the acquifition of territory, or fubjeéts. It
may be doubted whether the acquifition of fubjecs, the rational -
end of conqueft, ever enters into the minds of barbarous. con-
querors; fuch as this Mahmood, Tamerhne, or Nadir Shah.
One would rather fuppofe the contrary; or, at leaft, that they
were totally indifferent about it, by their maflacres and extermina-
tions. The confederate Hindoos were defeated : and Mahmood’s
firft effay towards effeCting the downfall of their religion,, was the
deftrution of the famous temple of Nagracut, in. the mountains
bordering on the Panjab country. His next expedition,. being the
fixth, was in 1011 ; when Tannafar, a more celebrated place of
Hindoo worfhip, on the weft of Delhi, experienced. a like fate
with Nagracut ; and the city of Delhi itfelf, was taken at the fame
time. In 1018, he took Canoge, and alfa deftroyed the temples
of Matra, or Matura, (the Metbora of Pliny).a city of high anti-

v g 2 quity,.



[ xlvi ]
quity, And no lefs an obje& of religious veneration, near Agra.
After this, turning his arms againft the Rajpoots of Agimere, he
found either ‘ther, or their country, which is full of mountains
and faftnefles, too ftrong for him.

His twelfth expedition, in 1024, was fatal to the celebrated
temple: of Sumnaut, in the peninfula of Guzerat, adjoining to the
town of Puttan, on the fea coaft; and not far from the ifland of
Diu, now in the hands of the Portuguefe. His route was by
Moultan and Agimere, the citadel of which he was compelled to
leave in the hands of the enemy: and in croffing the defert, be-
tween it and Moultan, he hazarded the lofs of his army, for want
of water. The dettruction of Hindoo temples, with their Priefts
and votaries, appears to have afforded this monfter the higheft de-
light. Nothing offends our feclings more, than the progrefs of
deftruction urged by religious zeal: as it allows men to fuppofe
themfelves agents of the Divinity; thereby removing thofe checks
which interfere with the perpetration of ordinary villiany ; and
thus makes confcience a party, where the was meant to be a judge.
Such alfo was Tamerlane : but to the alleviation of the misfortunes.
of the Hindoos, the enthufiafm of Mahomedanifin had loft its edge,
before the invafion of Nadir Shah. Had this predominated in his
favage nature, the whole {cene of his conquefts, muft have remained
a folitary defert.

The city of Nehrwalla, the ancient capital of Guzerat, together
with that whole peninfula, fell into the hands of Mahmood ;-who
died four years afterwards (102%) pofleffed of the eattern, and by
much the large®t part of Perfia; as well as, nominally, of all the
Indian provinces from the weftern part of the Ganges, to the pe-
ninfula of Guzerat ; and from the Indus, to the mountains of Agi-
mere : but the Panjab was the only part of it, that was fubjeted to
regular government, under the Mahomedans'; as being in the vici-
nity of the Ghiznian empire. As for the Rajpoots of Agimere,
they ftill preferved their independance, among their rugged moun-
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tains, and clofe vallies ; and not only thcg;n, but in a great meafure,
down to the prefent time: being in refpect of Hindooftan, what
the country of Switzerland, is to Europe; but much more exten-.
five, and populous. From Mahmood to Aurungzebe, the Indian
conquerors were contented with the nominal fubjetion of thofe.
hardy tribes : among whom, military enthufiafm, grafted on reli-
gious principles, is added to ftrength and agility of body ; and this
race is diffeminated over a trac equal to half the extent of France.
It goes under, th ral name of Rajpootana: and is the original
country of t{?ﬁ/ﬁtavﬁwho’ about 30 years ago, afpired at
univerfal empire in Hindooftan. '

The Ghiznian empire, fubje@ to the {ame caufes of decay, with
other unweildy ftates of rapid growth, was in 1148, forcibly divi-
ded: the weftern and largeft part, and which ftill retained the
ancient name of the empire, being feized on by the family of the
Gaurides (fo denominated from Gaur, or Ghor, a province and
city, lying beyond the Indian Caucafus) while the provinces conti-
guous to both fhores of the Indus, remained to Chufero, or Cufroe,
who fixed his refidence at Lahore *. And even his pofterity, were
in 1184, driven out of their kingdom, by the Gaurides. The
Mahomedans, thus become nearer neighbours to the Hindoos, by
fixing their refidence at_Lahore, extended, as might be expected,
their empire eaftward ; Mahomed Gori, in 1194, perpetrating, in:
the city of Benares, the fame fcenes as Mahmood had before done,
at Nagracut and Sumnaut. Benares was regarded as the principal
univerfity of Braminical learning ; and we may conclude that about:
this period, the Sanfcrit language, which was before the current lan-
guage of Hindooftan, began to decline in its purity, by the admix-
ture of words from that of the conquerors; until the language of
Hindooftan became what it now is: the original Sanfcrit, pre-:
ferved.in their ancient writings, becoming a dead language.  ‘Such

® For the dates of the reigns of the Emperors of Hindooftan, the reader is feﬁzrred o3
Chronological Table, at the end of the Introduétion.
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mutations have taken place in evcry. country, where the conquerors
have been numerous enough to effet “it: the Saxon language was
4t the fameé period fuffering from the Norman conqueft, what the
Sanferit did from the Ghiznian. Mahomed Gori alfo carried his
arms to the fouth of the river Jumna, and took the fortrefs of
Gwalior ; "which then gave name to a kingdom, that has fince
corhpofed nearly the foubah of Agra: he alfo reduced the eaftern
part of Agimere.

The death of this Emperor, in 12035, occafioned a new divifion:
of the Ghiznian empire, the Perfian part,remaining to Eldoze, and
the Indian part to Cuttub, who founded the Patan or Afghan
dynafly in Hindooftan. The Afghans originally inbabited the
mountainous tra&t lying between India and Perfia, or the ancient
Paropamifus. Before the elevation of Cuttub, to the throne, he
had carried his arms, under Mahomed Gori, into Agimere and
Guzerat. Lahore was his capital, originally: but the neceflity of
fixing the imperial refidence, nearer to the centre of the new con-
quefts, occafioned him to remove te Delhi. It may be obferved of
the capitals of ftates, in general, that fuch as are neither emporiums
of trade, nor meant as citadels in the laft refort, are (as it were).
attraGted towards the quarter, from whence hoftility is either in-
tended, or expeted. , .

The Emperor Altumth, who fucceeded to the Patan throne, in
1210, completed the conqueft of the greateft part of Hindooftan
proper. He appears to be the firft Mahomedan that made a con~-
queft of Bengal; the government of which was from this time
beftowed on one of the reigning Emperor’s fons. It was during
this reign (1221) that Gengiz Cawn, among his extenfive conquefts
(perhaps the moft fo, of any conqueror in hiftory) accomplithed that
of the empire of Ghizni; putting an end to the dynafty of Charafm,
which then occupied that throne: and driving before him, the un-
fortunate Gelali, fon of the reigning Emperor ; who fwam the Indus
to avoid his fury. Gengiz, however, left Hindooftan undifturbed.

6 About
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About A.D. 1242, the Moguls, or Munguls, fucceflors of
Gengiz, who poflefled, or rather over-run, the countries on the
north-weft of Hindooftan, made feveral irruptions into it: and
Turmechirin Khan, is reported by Sherefeddin (the hiftorian of
Timur) to have carried his arms into the Dooab; but without
making any eftablithment. Ferifhta takes no notice of the progrefs
of this defultory conqueror, but only defcribes the inroads of the
Moguls into the Panjab; which now frequently happened: al-
though it was not till more than 1o years afterwards, that, under
Timur, or Tamerlane, they penetrated to the centre of India.
Ferifhta defcribes alfo an irruption of Moguls into Bengal, by way
of Chitta and Thibet, in 1244.

I have before obferved, that the provinces of Hindooftan were
held rather as tributary kingdoms, than as provinces of the fame
empire: and that they feldom failed to revolt, when a favourable
opportunity offered. In 1265, Malwa regained its entire indepen-
dance from the crown of Delhi; having gradually fhaken off the
yoke, laid on it by Cuttub, in 1205: and the Rajpoots were
on every occafion, notwithftanding their comparative vicinity
to the capital, afferting their independency likewife. Of the ftate
of the internal government of Hindooftan, a judgment may be
formed, by the punithment infli¢ted on the Mewattn or the Ban-
ditti tribe, which inhabit the hilly tract, within o iles of Delhi.
In 1265, 100,000 of thefe wretches, were put to the fword; and
a line of forts was conftruted, along the foot of their hills. Re-
bellions, maffacres, and barbarous conquefts, make up the hiftory
of this fair country, which to an ordinary obferver, feems deftined
to be the paradife of the world : the immediate effect of the mad
ambition of conquering more than can be governed by one man :
the whole empire being portioned out to rapacious Governors, who
domineering over the governed, until their fpirits were fufficiently
debafed ; were at laft able to perfuade them, that their common
intereft lay in taking up arms, to render thefe Governors indeperi-
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dant: and indeed, -had it breught them nearer-to the point of having
a tegular, .permanent, government, this might be true: but, in
fad, it only fubjected them to a new conqueror ; or to the punifh-
ment of rebellion from the former one. It wvould appear as if the
warih ¢limates, and: more efpecially the open countries, fituated.
within them, were deftined to be the feats of defpotifm: for that
the climate creating few wants, and the foil being produétive with-
out any great exertion ; the inhabitants of "it do not poffefs thofe
energies, that in a cooler climate- prompt mankind to inveftigate
their natural rights, and to aﬁ‘grt them. This, however, isa point
that I fhall not venture to decide on; although I believe it is a fact
not to be difputed, that throughout the known parts df the world,
défpotifm prevails moft in the warm climates. The Patan, Mogul,
and Tartarian conquerors, in Hindooftan and China, however hardy
at firlt, have in a courfe of ages, funk into the fame flate of:effemi-
nacy with their fubje@s: and, in their turn, have, with them,
received a new mafter. Let thofe who are in the habit of com-
plaining of the feverity of northern climates, reflect, that whatever
phyfical evils it may produce, it matures the great qualities of the
mind; and renders its inhabitants pre-eminent among their {pecies :
while a flowery poet, or a more flowery hiftorian, is the' moft emi«
nent production of the tropical regions.

While the Kings of Delhi were profecuting their conqucﬂs in
the eaft and fouth of Hindooftan, the provinces on the weft of the
Indus, were, of courfe, neglected; although' not avowedly relin-
quifhed. "It might have been expetted, that fo excellent a. barrier

as the upper part of the Indus, and the deferts beyond Agimere,
" would have induced an Emperor of Hindooftan, te give up, of
" choige, all the - provinces that lay on the weft of this frontier: and
the negle of fo prudent a condud, occafioned the peace of the
empire to be often difturbed; and ended in their being forcibly
taken away at laft, by the Moguls: who, not coutented with their
new acquxﬁuons on the weft of the Indus, croffed that river and

invaded
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invaded the Panjab : and fo formidable did they appear to Ferofe 1I.
that fome tribes of them were permitted to fettle in that country
(A. D. 1292.) The reader will not forget the fimilar condu& of
- the Roman Emperor Valens, with refpet to the Goths, who were
permitted to crofs the Danube, and fettle in Thrace : and the fimi-
litude is the more ftriking, in that the Hindooftan empire was after~
wards conquered by the affiftance of the defcendants of thofe Mo-
guls. ‘This Ferofe II. was of the tribe of Chilligi or Killigi (from
Killige, near the mountains of Gaur) but is, neverthelefs, inclu-
ded in the Patan dynafty { the name Patan, or Pitan, being applied
rather in a loofe manner, to all the tribes bordering on the common
frontiers of India, Perfia, and the province of Balk.: that is, the
ancient province of Paropamifus.

In 1293 this Emperor gave into the fcheme of attackmg the
Deccan; which, at this period, muft be underflood to mean the
country lying generally to the fouth of the Nerbudda and Mahanada.
(or Cattack) rivérs: a tract nearly equal in extent to what he
already poflefled in ‘Hindooflan; and which extended from the
thores of the Indus, to the mouth of the Ganges; and from the
northern mountains, to Cattack, Sirong, and Agimere: the greateft
part of Malwa, with Guzerat, and Sindi, being then independant..
The riches of the King of Deogire (now Dowlatabad) one of the.
principalities or ftates of the Deccan, gave birth to this project;
and the projettor was Alla, Governor of Gusrah, which nearly
bordered on the devoted country. The covetoufnefs of the Empe~
ror made him embrace a propofal, which eventually involved in it,.
his own ruin ; for Alla afterwards depofed him, by means of that.
very plunder.

Alla’s - firft expedition was attended with the captu:c. of Deogire:
(or Deogur) and with it, an incredible quantity of treafure and:
jewels : with which, having increafed his army, he depofed and
murdered the Emperor. We cannot help acknowledging: the juf~

tice of this punithment ; when we recolle& the motives, on which.
h : the:



[ B )
the dapleditivn’t'the Dectan, witundertaken : and that motedver,’
te Emperét'had been bribed by Afla, with part of the plunder, takvcn
in"a fotmér prédatory expedition to Bilfah.

“When ‘Alla (who was the firft of the mame) had pofieffion of the
th¥dne, in 1295, he began his plan of conqueft, by the redu®ion
of Guzerat ; which, while it continued independant, was, by its
local fituation, a ftrong obftacle to his defigns on the Deccin.
Next, he reduced Rantampour, and Cheitore, two of the ﬁrongeﬁ
helds of the Rajpoots, in Agimere. This was the firft time that
Cheitore had fallen to the Mahomedans. - In 1303, he alfo reduced
Warangole, the capital of Tellingana, another princxpahty of the
Deecan ; and comprehending nearly the prefent country of ‘Gol-
conda. ‘This, as well as Cheitore, was a city and fortrefs of vaft
extent, and population. But in the midft of thefe conquefts, and
probably the effe¢t of them, the watchful and reftlefs Mogu’ls, frém(
the oppofite quarter, penetrited even to Delhi; and plundered fhe
faburbs of it. o

~In the following year, the remainder of Malwa, was conquered :
and ifr-1306, the conqueft of the Deccan was refumed, under
Cufoor, the Getiersl of Alla; who proccedcd to the Dcogur coun-'
try, by the route of Baglana w }111{: geguced in his way : and’
which Ferithta # calls the' country (ﬁ' the Mahrattas. Cafoor not
only cariied- his arins into Deogur (Dowlatabad) and' from thence
intt Tellingana, but Into the Carnatic likewife, in 1310. " By the
Carndtic, ié here meant the peninfula in general, lying on the fouth‘
of the Kiftha river; It is not known, how far he penetrated,
~ fouthward, but he was dire@ed by Alla, to redace MaBER, which
we underftand to comprehend the fouthern part of the peninfula.
Hige expedition  appears to'be -rather predatory, than otherwife;
derécablle 1o the gessus of bis mafler, AWa. ‘The quantxty of treafure’

It :d t:d nregretted that Col. Dow. did not' give a literal tranflation of " Ferithta, ais a’
text; a is own matter, or explanatiaas, -ia the farm of nows. ~We fhouid then ame,
béen able to ditinguith the oné froim the ot'her. '

.
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amaficd, exceeds all belief. . It was, faid that; fikger was, . foups- teo-
* cumberfome for the foldiery; gold being in fuch pléory. The.
bifterian obferves on this pcmﬁon, as well as on the taking. of
Deogur, that the Princes of the Deccan had been for. a great num-
ber of ages, amafling this treafure: fo that their country had pro-
bably conuqued undifturbed all that time.

In 1312 Cafoor ravaged the northern part of the Dcccan again,’
and laid Tellingana and the Carnatic under a tribute: but the en-
tj(rc c¢nq;ueﬁ of thofe countries 'was not effeted until about three
centuries afterwards, undet the latter Princes of the houfe of
Txmur Alla died in 13}6 At this period all Hindooftan proper
was comprehended in the Patan empire (fo called from the dynafty
in pofieffion of the throne) : and the interior palicy is faid to be
fo well regulated, that ftrangers might travel throughout thacmpue,
in perfc& fecurity.

_ Rebellions breaking out in Tellingana, in 1322, aad 1326, ;t
was again fubjeCted : and the whole Carnatic ravaged from fea to
fea. But under a fucceceding Emperor, Mahomed III. the Princes
of the Deccan affumed courage, and headed by Belaldeo, King of
the Carnatic, they drove the Mahomedans entirely out. of thofe:
countries ; nothing remaining to them, .fave the fortrefs of Dawla-
tabad (or Deogur). About the fame time (1344) the city of Biji~
magur, corruptly called Bifnagar, was founded by the fame Belal-
deo. Mahomed, who appears to have beecn a weak Prince, loft
much territory, alfo, by rebellions in Bengal, Guzesat, and - the:
Panjab : mean while, he was<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>